
*** CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY *** 

 

 

     U N I T E D  N A T I O N S           N A T I O N S  U N I E S  

 

 

Agenda item 136 

Programme budget for the biennium 2018-2019 

 

 

Estimates in respect of special political missions, good offices and other political initiatives 

authorized by the General Assembly and/or the Security Council 

(A/73/365/Add.1 and Add.2) 

 

  

FIFTH COMMITTEE 
 

Statement by  

 



- 2 – 

 

political missions in this cluster, namely the Office of the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for 

Yemen ($4.1 million), the Office of the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for Burundi ($1.1 

million), the Office of the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for the Great Lakes Region ($0.7 

million) and the Office of the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General on Myanmar ($0.4 million). The 

increase in resources is primaril
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6. Madam Chair, I wish to bring to the attention of the Committee, that on 14 November 2018, the 

Security Council decided to terminate the mandate of the Monitoring Group on Somalia and Eritrea, 

effective 16 December 2018 and to establish the Panel of Experts on Somalia. Therefore, the related 

resource requirements for 2019 for the Monitoring Group on Somalia and Eritrea, in the amount of $2.3 

million, will not be required. The resource requirements for 2019 for the remaining 13 special political 

missions amount to $35.7 million. The resource requirements for 2019 for the newly established Panel 

of Experts on Somalia will be presented to this Committee at its first resumed session.  

 

7. I wish to also bring to your attention that the resources presented for Cluster II SPMs do not include 

the resource requirements for 2019 for the United Nations Investigative Team for Accountability of 

Da’esh (ISIL) – UNITAD which will be presented in A/
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estimate of $290 million shared with Member States during the intergovernmental negotiations 

leading up to General Assembly resolution 72/279 and reflects a significant effort to identify the 

most effective and efficient working arrangements for the new RC system. 

5. In paragraph 10 (b) of its resolution 72/729, the General Assembly decided to double the 

amount contributed towards the RC system through the UN Sustainable Development Group’s 

cost-sharing arrangement. This cost-sharing will amount to $77.5 million for the 2019 costs of the 

RC system and the United Nations Secretariat’s share amounts to $13,571,800, based on the 

current cost-sharing formula.  

6. The governing bodies for several UN agencies, funds and programmes have recently 

approved their respective contributions. Some have already disbursed their contributions. This has 

facilitated our efforts to proceed with initial preparations for the new system, including ensuring 

continuity in the support that it provides to governments in 165 countries and territories.  

7. With the General Assembly’s decision to integrate the RC system into the Secretariat, 

providing greater oversight, transparency and accountability towards the Member States, an 

appropriation from the regular budget to the RC system’s budget increases its significance and 

impact. The viability and credibility of the reform largely depends on it.   

8. The Secretary-General and the Deputy Secretary-General are committed to providing 

member states with the highest degree of transparency on the RC system: what it does, how it is 

structured, the results it achieves, how it is funded, and how the funding will be utilized. These 

details are provided in Annex II of the subject report. 

9. It is the first time that we have developed, and shared, detailed information of resource 

allocation at the global, regional and country level. We have designed a results framework and 

reporting systems that reflect both a new level of expectations from the RC system and a 

significantly higher degree of accountability for results achieved.  

10. Moving forward, the ECOSOC will play a critical role in ensuring greater transparency and 

oversight by Member States of the Resident Coordinator system. This role is in line with paragraph 

17 of General Assembly resolution 72/279, which requests the Chair of the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Group to “present a comprehensive report on an annual basis, including 

on the operational, administrative and financing aspects of the activities of the UN Development 
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Operations Coordination Office, to the ECOSOC Segment on Operational Activities for 

Development”. This provision allows the ECOSOC to provide a unified intergovernmental 

oversight mechanism for the Resident Coordinator system, including transparency and 

accountability on its full budget. 

 

Madam Chair, 

Distinguished delegates, 

 

11. Member States have decided to create a fully dedicated, reinvigorated and independent 

coordination function to place sustainable development at the heart of the United Nations’ efforts. 

The General Assembly has also agreed to the funding modalities to sustain the new system. The 

end goal of this reform effort is a UN development system that works better together, with greater 

impact, to help governments accelerate efforts and deepen national capacities to attain the 

sustainable development goals.  

12. In support of this decision of Member States, the report before you requests the General 

Assembly to approve an additional appropriation of $13,571,800 representing a
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Madame Chair,  

Distinguished Delegates, 

 

I would like to introduce the report of the Secretary-General under this agenda item 

contained in A/73/379, submitted pursuant to General Assembly resolution 72/262A, by which 

the Assembly had authorized the Secretary-General to enter into commitments in an amount of 

$2.3 million for 2018 to supplement the voluntary financial resources of the Residual Special 

Court for Sierra Leone (RSCSL).  

 

The present report addresses the use of the commitment authority, and the modalities 

for the future support of the International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals to the 

Residual Special Court, and includes a request for a subvention for the Court to continue to carry 

out its mandate in 2019. 

 




